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X£j<rJSil 


Vol.  2.  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  Saturday,  November  17,  1900.  No.  51. 


Sketch  of  the  Life  of  Apostle  Ezra  Taft  Benson. 


Ezra  T.  Benson  was  born  on  the  an- 
niversary of  Washington's  birthday,  Feb. 
22,  1S11,  in  Worcester  county,  Mass.  He 
was  the  eldest  son  of  John  and  Chine 
Benson.  His  father  was  a  farmer  and 
Ezra,  who,  like  his  father,  was  extremely 
industrious,  worked  upon  his  father's  farm 
until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  when 
he  went  to  reside  with  his  sister  and  her 
husband,  who  kept  a  hotel  in  the  city  of 
Oxbridge.  His  Grandfather  Benson  sud- 
denly died  while  at  work  in  the  field,  after 
which  Ezra  T.  was  placed  in  charge  of  the 
farm,  which  he  managed  successfully.  At 
the  age  of  twenty  he  received  in  marriage 
Pamelia  Andrus,  of  Northbridge,  Worces- 
ter county,  Mass.  Soon  after  this  he 
moved  to  Uxbridge,  bought  out  his  broth- 
er-in-law and  became  a  hotel  keeper.  He 
was  engaged  in  this  business  two  years, 
in  which  time  he  made  considerable 
means,  which  he  invested  with  his  wife's 
brother  in  renting  a  cotton  mill,  and  com 
menced  the  manufacture  of  cotton  in 
liolland,  Mass.  A  combination  of  cir- 
cumstances which  he  could  not  control 
rendered  him  unsuccessful  in  this  busi- 
ness. He  lost  money  and,  retiring  from 
it.  went  to  hotel  keeping,  and  was  also 
postmaster  in  the  same  town.  He  was 
very  prosperous  in  this  avocation,  rapidly 
making  means,  but  a  strong,  unexplainable 
desire  came  over  him  to  visit  the  west. 
He  knew  not  why.  and  yet  he  could  not 
shake  off  this  feeling.  Early  in  1837 
himself  and  family  left  for  the  west.  In 
Philadelphia  a  gentleman  whose  acquaint- 
ance he  formed  spoke  against  the  west 
and  persuaded  him  to  locate  in  Salem  an  1 
he  would  assist  him  with  means  to  estab- 
lish himself  in  business.  He  acted  upon 
this  suggestion  and  spent  one  year  in 
the  place.  In  the  meantime  this  great  de- 
sire to  go  west  remained  with  him,  and 
he  could  not  rid  himself  of  the  feeling. 
His  friends  offered  him  money  and  tried 
to  persuade  him  to  tarry  and  locate  with 
them,  but  to  no  purpose ;  he  longed  for 
the  west  and  in  that  direction  he  started. 
Calling  at  St.  Louis,  he  purchased  a 
small  stock  of  goods  and  went  up  the 
Illinois  river,  not  knowing  where  hD 
should  land.  While  on  the  river  he  he- 
came  acquainted  with  a  gentleman  who 
proved    to    be    d'i    father's    cousin.      He 
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lived  at  Griggsville,  Illinois,  where  nizra 
concluded  to  stop.  He  was  still  unset- 
tled in  his  feelings  and  only  remained  a 
short  time,  when  he  moved  to  Lexington, 
111.,  thence  to  the  mouth  of  Little  Blue 
river,  where  he  and  a  man  by  the  name 
of  Isaac  Hill  located  and  laid  out  a  town 
and  named  it  Pike. 

At  this  place  he  built  a  dwelling  and  a 
warehouse,  but  the  place  was  sickly  and 
his  restless  spirit- led  him  to  move  on- 
ward. In  1839,  early  in  the  year,  he 
was  led  by  his  impressions  to  Quincy  in 
search  of  a  home.  Soon  after  he  heard 
of  the  place  he  was  impressed  to  move 
there,  and  here  for  the  first  time  in  his 
life  he  met  the  Latter-day  Saints,  who 
had  just  been  exiled  from  their  homes  in 
Missouri.  Becoming  acquainted  with  their 
history  and  sufferings,  his  sympathies 
were  enlisted.  He  heard  they  were  very 
peculiar  in  their  views,  yet  in  conversa- 
tion with  them  and  listening  to  their  pub- 
lic discourses  he  was  very  favorably  im- 
pressed. 

During  the  winter  he  boarded  with  a 
family  of  the  Saints,  whose  faith  and  de- 
portment in  the  walks  of  life  led  Brother 
Benson  to  hold  them  in  high  esteem. 
About  this  time  a  public  debate  was  held 
in  Quincy,  in  which  a  Pr.  Nelson  opposed 
the  doctrines  of  the  Latter-day  Saints. 
The  Prophet  Joseph  was  in  attendance 
and  Ezra  T.  Benson  listened  with  honest 
attention  to  both  sides.  At  the  conclu- 
sion of  this  debate  he  was  fully  convinced 
that  the  principles  of  the  Saints  were  su- 
perior to  those  of  their  opponents  and  in 
perfect  harmony  with  the  Bihle.  While 
rejoicing  in  their  victory  over  the  oppo- 
nent, Ezra  had  no  idea  at  that  time  of 
joining  the  Church.  He  and  bis  wife  con- 
tinued to  hear  them  and  their  doctrines 
were  the  chief  topic  of  conversation.  His 
wife  first  declared  her  faith  in  the  doc- 
trines, and  when  the  people  who  knew 
them  learned  of  their  belief  in  "Mormon- 
ism"  they  made  a  determined  effort  to  get 
them  identified  with  a  sectarian  church. 
About  this  time  Elders  Orson  Hyde  and 
John  E.  Page,  on  their  wnv  to  Jerusalem, 
preached  in  Quincy.  and  all  doubts,  if  any 
still  existed  in  the  mind  of  Ezra  T.  Ben- 
son, were  removed.  He  and  his  wife  were 
baptized  by  the  President  of  the  Quincy 


Branch  July  10th,  1840.  From  the  time 
he  reached  Quincy  all  desire  to  move  left 
him.  He  was  content,  and  when  the  light 
of  the  Gospel  was  given  to  him  through 
obedience  to  the  same  he  knew  why  he 
wanted  to  go  west  and  why  discontent 
attended  him  in  every  place  until  he 
leached  Quincy,  the  home  of  the  Latter 
day  Saints.  The  Lord  led  him  by  his  own 
right  hand  and  prepared  his  heart  and 
that  of  his  wife  to  obey  the  truth  and  ac- 
complish the  great  work  which  Ezra  T. 
Benson  subsequently  performed  as  a  ser- 
vant of  God.  In  the  fall  of  1840  at  con- 
ference in  Nauvoo  he  was  ordained  an 
Elder.  Soon  after  his  return  to  Quincy 
he  was  honored  with  a  visit  from  Presi- 
dent Jiyrum  Smith,  who  ordained  him  a 
High  Priest  and  appointed  him  second 
counsellor  in  the  presidency  of  the  Stake 
recently  organized  by  President  Ilyriini 
Smith  in  that  place.  In  April,  1841,  he 
moved  to  Nauvoo,  purchased  a  lot,  built 
a  home  and  was  in  every  way  active  in 
promoting  the  growth  of  the  Church  and 
the  city  of  Nauvoo. 

June  1st.   1842,  he  went  on  a  mission 
to  his  native  Eastern  States,  performed  a 
good    work    and    returned    in    the    fall    of 
1843.      In    the   month   of   May.    1844.    he 
went  east  with  Elder  John  Pack  and  was 
absent  until  they  learned  of  the  martyr- 
dom of  Joseph  and  Hyrnm   Smith,  when 
they  returned  to  Nauvoo.     In  the  fall  of 
1  1844  he  was  called  to  be  a  member  of  the 
High   Council  in  Nauvoo.  and  soon  after 
I  was  sent  on  another  mission  to  the  East- 
'  ern  States.     He  presided  over  the  Boston 
I  Conference  until  May,  184.".  when  he  was 
counseled  by  the  authorities  of  the  Church 
j  to  gather  up  the  Saints  in  that  region  an  1 
lead  them  to  Nauvoo. 

T'pon  his  return  he  went  to  work  on  the 
Nauvoo  Temple,  working  hard  by  day  anl 
many  times  by  nisht  standing  guard  to 
prevent  the  onslaught  of  fiendish  mobn- 
crats. 

At  the  exodus  from  Illinois,  Ezra  T. 
Benson  and  family  moved  out  with  the 
first  company  in  1846.  William  Hunt- 
ington presided  at  Mount  Pisgah,  and  to 
him  Ezra  T.  Benson  was  appointed  a 
counsellor.  While  at  Pisgah  he  was  no- 
tified of  his  appointment  to  the  Apostle 
ship  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  Council  of 
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the    Twelve    made    by    the    Apostacy    of 

John  10.  Page.    He  moved  on  to  tl ain 

camp  of  the  Saints  in  Oouncil  Bluffs,  mil 
ni  iliis  place  was  ordained  to  the  Apostle> 

ship  July  Kith,  1846.  from  Council 
Bluffs  he  wi'ni  < > ii  a  brief  mission  to  the 
east,  returning  Nov.  27th,  1846.     In  the 

following  sprint;  he  was  selected  by    I'rrsi 

Jrui  Viiiiii;-  as  one  of  the  honored  com- 
pany of  1  13  lo  pion •  tin'  great   West  and 

End    ili"   li" which   God   had   held    in 

reserve  for  liis  people.  When  Itrollier 
Benson,  years  before,  felt  the  spirit  urg- 
ing him  westward  little  did  he  dream  how 
great  the  import  of  such  impression,  i  hat 

in  the  west  he  should  find  the  True  Plan 
of  Salvation  and  carry  the  standard  of 
that  Gospel  si  ill  westward  1,500  miles, 
plant  the  Stars  and  Stripes  on  Mexican 
soil,  and  he  himself  one  of  the  first  men 
in  founding  the  greatest  commonweal  I  h 
of  people  ever  founded  in  our  great  re 
public. 

Soon  after  his  arrival  in  the  valley  he 
returned  to  meet  the  companies  of  Saints 
en  route  and  inform  them  that  a  place  of 
location  had  been  found.  He  accompanied 
them  to  their  destination  and  then  re- 
turned to  Winter  Quarters  with  the  pio- 
neers. He  next  performed  a  successful 
mission  in  the  east,  being  absent  several 
months.  On  .Tan.  14th,  1847,  he  with 
others  wTas  named  in  a  revelation  to  the 
Prophet  Brigham  Young  to  organize  com- 
panies of  Saints  for  their  pilgrimage  to 
the  Far  West.  "Let  my  servants,  Ezra 
'JL.  Benson  and  Erastus  Snow,  organize  a 
company,"  was  the  word  of  the  Lord  to 
His  mouthpiece  on  the  earth.  LTpon  re- 
turning from  his  mission  to  the  east  hs 
was  appointed  to  preside  in  Pottawat 
tamie  county,  Iowa,  where  he  was  asso- 
ciated in  the  management  of  the  Church 
in  that  region  with  Apostles  Orson  Hyde 
and  George  A.  Smith.  Concluding  his 
labors  in  Iowa,  he  moved  to  Salt  Lake 
Valley  in  1849.  En  route  he  was  seri- 
ously ill,  but  by  the  prayers  of  the  camp, 
with  fasting,  the  power  of  God  was  mani- 
fested and  he  recovered.  Again  in  l6u  i 
he  was  sent  to  Pottawattamie  county, 
Iowa,  to  gather  up  the  Saints  and  help 
move  them  to  the  body  of  the  Church. 
From  this  mission  he  returned  in  1852. 
While  at  home  in  Utah  he  was  constantly 
at  work  either  with  his  hands  to  improve 
and  develop  the  country,  in  council  with 
the  Priesthood,  or  preaching  the  Gospel 
among  the  Saints.  In  1856  he  went  on  a 
mission  to  Europe,  where  he  was  asso- 
ciated with  Apostle  Orson  Pratt  in  the 
presidency  of  the  British  Mission.  He 
returned  home  the  following  year.  Elder 
Benson  was  not  considered  as  a  great 
public  speaker,  yet  he  was  vigorous  and 
earnest.  When  the  weather  was  oppres- 
sively warm  it  is  said  that  he  would  take 
off  his  coat  while  preaching  and  remark 
to  the  congregation  that  he  helieved  in 
"comfort  more  than  in  style."  In  1860 
he  was  called  to  preside  over  the  Saints 
in  Cache  Valley.  He  made  this  his  home 
the  remainder  of  his  natural  life,  being 
the  Apostle  of  the  Northern  country.  He 
was  wise  in  council,  industrious  and  ex- 
emplary, and  a  source  of  great  strength 
to  the  people  in  colonizing  and  building 
settlements  in  that  valley.  In  the  early 
settlement  of  Cache  it  was  so  cold  that  it 
was  hardlv  deemed  feasible  for  being  oc- 
cupied. Todav  it  is  the  best  watered  and 
has  under  cultivation  a  greater  percentage 
of  its  land  than  any  other  valley  in  Utah. 
He  went  to  the  Sandwich  Islands  with 
Apostle  Lorenzo  Snow,  Elders  Joseph  F. 
Smith.  Alma  L.  Smith  and  Wm.  W.  Clutf. 
to  regulate  the  affairs  of  the  Hawaiian 
Mission.  He.  with  President  Snow,  nar- 
rowly escaped   drowning  while  approach- 


ing the  coast  of  one  of  the  islands  by   I  he 

capsizing  of  the  boat.    This  was  the  Is  I 

mission    abroad     perfori 1     by   Apostle 

Benson. 

Aside  from  his  labors  abroad  he  per- 
formed   many    important    missions    among 

the   Saints.     He  was  an   active  member 

Of  the  Provisional  State  of  Deserct.  Af 
Inwards  he  became  a  member  of  the 
house  for  several  sessions  in  the  Terri- 
torial Legislature,  and  the  last  ten  years 
of  his  life  was  elected  and  served  with 
ability    in    the    legislative    council. 

In  1809  lie  became  associated  with  E! 
der  Lorin  Fair  and  Bishop  Chaunccy 
West  in  constructing  the  Central  Pacilic 
railway.  They  had  a  largo  contract  of 
grading  on  the  promontory.  On  Oct.  3d, 
lout/,  while  in  Ogden  City  attending  to  a 
side  horse  he  was  suddenly  stricken  with 
heart  failure  and  died  the  same  day.  .-lis 
funeral  occurred  in  Logan  a  few  days 
later,  with  a  numerous  family  and  thou- 
sands of  Saints  and  friends  to  mourn  his 
departure. 

He  had  "fought  the  good  fight,  kept  the 
faith  and  finished  his  course."  He  went 
to  receive  the  crown  of  glory  laid  up  for 
the  faithful  and  left  to  his  sons  and 
daughters  the  legacy  of  a  good  character, 
a  faithful  record  of  devotion  to  God  and 
His  cause.  He  gained  eternal  riches  and 
"He  that  hath  eternal  life  is  rich." 


History  ot  the  Southern  States  Mission. 

(Continued  from  page  400.) 

July,  1900— Owing  to  the  revivalistic 
feeling  prevailing  throughout  the  South 
at  this  season  of  the  year,  the  Elders 
were  counseled  to  conduct  themselves  in 
a  quiescent  manner,  and  therefore  the 
month  opened  with  things  in  a  quiet 
way,  generally  speaking. 

Elders  J.  A.  Welker  and  W.  A.  Adams 
encountered  a  mob  in  Cabarras  county, 
North  Carolina,  but  the  brethren  escaped 
unharmed.  In  Charlotte,  N.  C,  the  Gos- 
pel was  opposed  by  a  sectarian  preacher, 
and  a  discussion  was  carried  on  through 
the  columns  of  the  Charlotte  News.  Fair 
play  was  granted  on  both  sides,  and  we 
trust  that  many  honest  souls  were  thus 
brought  to  a  knowledge  of  the  truth,  or 
at  least,  a  better  understanding  of  our 
faith. 

Elders  E.  G.  Anderson  and  Joseph  H. 
Lewis  were  forced  to  leave  Chester  City, 
Chester  county,  S.  C,  being  ordered  to 
do  so  by  a  band  of  mobbers.  (See  Star, 
308-310.)  In  all  the  work  is  progress- 
ing, although  the  reports  of  the  Elders 
are  small. 

The  arrivals  from  Zion  for  the  month 
of  July  are:  J.  W.  Imlay,  George  H. 
Clark,  C.  L.  Riding,  Lot  Robinson,  N. 
L.  Richards,  Joseph  Mills  and  Eugene 
U.  Miller. 

August.  1900 — The  month  opened  with 
the  weather  hot  and  dry.  There  seems 
to  be  much  illness  among  the  Elders,  ow- 
ing the  excessive  and  oppressive  heat.  In 
North  Carolina  several  cities  were 
opened,  and  work  in  them  successfully 
conducted.  The  Elders  in  Mississippi 
were  threatened  with  mob  violence,  but 
they  avoided  the  ruthless  fiends  and  the 
Lord   protected   them. 

On  Aug.  9th  Elder  Robert  A.  Paxton, 
of  the  South  Carolina  Conference,  was 
taken  sick  at  Greenville.  After  languish- 
ing for  twelve  days  he  was  taken  to 
Blacksburg,  where  he  could  be  better 
cared  for  by  the  Saints  and  Elders.  He 
showed  every  sign  of  recovery  until 
.Aug.  25,  when  a  change  was  noticeable. 
He  steadily  irrew  weaker  until  the  even- 
ing of  the  27th,  when  he  passed  peace- 
fully from  this  mortal  probation,  saying, 
"I  have  fought  a  good  fight."     President 


Rich,    who    had    just    returned    from    New 

York,  received  word  in  Richmond,  Va., 
of  the  death  of  Older  Paxton,  and  has 

inie.1  I.,   Mlarksburg,  at    which  place  the 

body  was  cinl,al d.  (See  Star,   Vol.   II, 

818,  •".'-'*.  392.) 
(-ni.,-   live    BHderi   came      during  this 

month.  They  were:  .lames  M.  Taylor, 
Alfred  B.  Hill,  W.  O.  Crump,  Jr.,  Ira 
lie    Mill   and    \V.   H.   WUCOX. 

September,  1900  The  spirit  of  heathen- 
ism   was    manifest    in    Statesville,    N.    <'.. 

and  Elders  W.  G.  Atkin  and  A.  o.  Smool 

were  commanded  by  a  band  of  about 
twenty  men  lo  abandon  the  eity  and  keep 
out  of  ils  precincts.  Florida  reported 
that  not  a  few  of  her  Elders  were  sick 
and  unable  to  work. 

This  month,  like  unto  August,  wit- 
nessed the  death  of  one  of  our  faithful 
and  valiant  Elders,  whose  energy  and 
zeal  made  him  an  efficient  and  successful 
worker— Elder  J.  D.  Frankland.  His 
death  was  sudden,  and  his  beloved  com- 
panion, Elder  A.  L.  Meacham,  did  all  in 
his  power  to  help  him,  but  the  call  to  a 
higher  mission  could  not  be  thwarted, 
and  he  succumbed  to  the  summons  Sept. 
12th  at  8:40  p.m.,  near  Ansley,  Pike 
county,  Ala.  (See  Star,  338,  347,  351.) 
He  died,  as  he  had  lived,  a  faithful  ser- 
vant of  God. 

On  the  night  of  Sept.  9th  Elders  J.  F. 
Hamilton  and  A.  T.  Jones  met  with  an 
experience  in  Battletown,  Ky.,  which 
assumed  a  serious  aspect.  Having  just 
received  a  visit  from  their  President, 
they  appointed  a  meeting  at  a  friend's 
house,  and  were  favored  with  a  large 
congregation.  The  President  and  his 
companion  remained  at  the  friend's  home, 
while  Elders  Hamilton  and  Jones  left 
for  the  home  of  another  friend.  On  their 
way  they  were  compelled  to  pass  through 
a  thick  patch  of  woods,  and  here  they  en- 
countered a  shower  of  eggs,  ancient  with 
age,  and  strong  to  the  sense  of  smell.  As 
luck  would  have  it,  none  of  these  "rotten 
members"  found  a  resting  place  on  the 
Elders,  although  the  womenfolk  in  the 
company  received  a  goodly  share,  more 
than  the  average  sister  would  bargain 
for.  The  President  left  the  next  day, 
but  the  Elders  remained  to  hold  meeting 
in  the  eity.  A  large  crowd  turned  out, 
and  the  brethren  felt  safe  and  secure, 
but  when  meeting  was  over  and  they 
were  walking  around  the  house  they  were 
very  much  surprised  to  find  themselves 
confronted  by  a  mob  of  masked  men. 
about  twelve  or  fifteen  in  number.  One 
of  the  ladies  present  recognized  the  voice 
of  one  of  the  mobbers,  and  procuring  a 
lantern  she  went  up  to  him  and  uncov- 
ered his  face.  Her  recognition  was  cor- 
rect, for  it  proved  to  be  her  own  brother, 
and  when  he  found  himself  thus  identi- 
fied he  became  exceedingly  angry,  and 
grabbed  his  sister,  kicked  her,  struck  her 
violently  with  his  fist,  and  finally  endeav- 
ored to  choke  her,  and  it  is  doubtful  if 
she  will  ever  fully  recover  from  his 
wicked,  uncalled,  malicious  assault.  At 
this  juncture  the  hearts  of  these  outlaws 
began  to  fail  them  and  nnake  with  fear. 
so  they  decided  to  go.  The  Elders  took 
advantage  of  the  opportunity  and  left 
also,  moving  to  another  part  of  the  coun- 
ty, that  they  might  continue  their  work 
without   molestation. 

Only   two   Elders   arrived   during     this 
month,  and  these  two.  Heber  C.  Kimball 
and  Oliver  .Taekman.  were  fitted  out  and 
assigned  to  their  fields  of  labor. 
(To  be  continued.) 


"Let  us  hear  the  conclusion  of  the 
whole  matter:  Fear  God  and  keep  His 
commandments:  for  this  is  the  whole 
duty  of  man." 


THE   SOUTHERN    STAR. 


In:; 


OUR  CONFERENCE  PRESIDENTS. 


Louisiana  is  soon  to  become  a  part  of 
t  in-  Southwestern  States  Mission,  bul 
before  we  1  > i •  1  adieu  to  ber  and  her  aoble 
Elders,  we  desire  to  present  to  the  read- 
ers of  the  Star  a  brief  aketch  of  the  life 
of  Elder  P.  II.  Critchfield,  who  now  pre- 
sides in  that  Conference.  In  the  cold, 
bleak   month   of    December,   mi    Hie    loth. 

in    the    year    1ST-1.    at    Batesville    (now 
Erda),  Toole  county,  Utah,   be  first  saw 
the  light  of  day. 
When  6  years  of  age  bis  parents  moved 

to  Oakley,  Idaho,  at  which  place  they 
now    reside.      In    a    newly    settled    region 

it  was  nui  possible  for  our  brother  to 
obtain  a  high  scholastic  education;  such 

blessings  were  not  afforded  him,  hut  he 
labored  With  his  parents  lo  redeem  the 
barren  land  and  make  the  desert  to  blos- 
som as  the  rose.  Under  such  conditions 
one  would  naturally  develop  more  brawn 
than  brain,  more  muscle  than  mentality. 
Environments,  to  B  great  extent,  make 
us   what   we   are,    and   if  you   would   find 


ELDER  F.  H.   CRITCHFIELD. 
President    of    Louisiana    Conference. 

bold,  sturdy,  true-hearted,  whole-souled 
men,  then  explore  the  regions  of  the 
West,  where  the  towering  peaks  of  the 
snow-clad  Rockies  stand  out  as  sentinels 
to  the  clear,  blue  sky. 

In  the  winter  you  might  find  our 
brother  in  a  little  log  school  house,  wrest- 
ling with  mathematical  problems,  dicta- 
tion exercises,  spelling,  or  articulating 
grammatical  difficulties.  The  summer 
found  him  upon  the  farm,  attending  to 
the  necessary  chores,  and  making  him- 
self generally  useful.  From  the  log 
school  house  he  graduated  to  the  Cassia 
Stake  Academy,  where  he  spent  a  few 
months  in  study. 

Although  his  father  never  obeyed  the 
Gospel,  he  accepted  it,  and  taught  his 
children  to  ever  observe  the  Golden  Rule. 
At  the  age  of  17  he  commenced  to  work 
for  himself,  separate  from  the  household. 
For  some  time  he  herded  sheep,  and  this 
exercise  in  the  material,  literal  world 
gave  him  a  slight  insight  for  his  future 
work  of  gathering  lambs  for  the  fold  of 
the  Good  Shepherd,  Jesus.  In  1894  he 
became  the  husband  of  a  sweet  damsel, 
who  awaits  his  release  with  expectant 
anxiety. 

It  was  on  the  2d  day  of  April,   1890, 


that    ho    was    notified    that    his    services 

were  required   to  preach   the  Gospel   in 

the  South,  and,  as  all  the  faithful  have 
done  heretofore,  he  responded.  Scarcely 
a  year  has  passed  since  he  was  set    apart 

(Nov.  16th,  L899,)  and  today  we  find  him 

presiding   in    Louisiana. 

Ho  has  but  a  very  small  corps  of  la- 
borers, th"  smallest  in  the  Mission,  but 
they  arc  doing  a  good  work,  and  the  Lord 
is    blessing    their    noble    efforts.       Brothel 

Critchfield  and  the  Elders  of  the  Louisi- 
ana Conference  have  a  hard  field,  but  by 
the  help  of  our  Father  they  struggle  with 
might  and  main  for  the  Gospel  of  salva- 
tion.         

The  Magnificent  Revenge  of  the  Governor 
of  Missouri. 

A  few  years  ago,  while  Robert  Stewart 
was  Governor  of  Missouri,  a  steamboat 
man  was  brought  in  from  the  penitentiary 
as  an  applicant  for  a  pardon.  He  was  a 
large,  powerful  fellow,  and,  when  the 
Governor  looked  at  him,  he  seemed  stange- 
ly  affected.  He  scrutinized  him  long  and 
closely.  Finally,  he  signed  the  document 
that  restored  the  prisoner  to  liberty.  Be- 
fore he  handed  it  to  him,  he  said :  "You 
will  commit  some  other  crime  and  be  in 
the  penitentiary  again,  I  fear." 

The  man  solemnly  promised  that  he 
would  not.  The  Governor  looked  doubt- 
ful, mused  a  few  minutes,  and  said : 

"You  will  go  back  on  the  river  and  be 
a  mate  again,  I  suppose?" 

The  man  replied  that  he  would. 

"Well,  I  want  you  to  promise  me  one 
thing,"  resumed  the  Governor.  "I  want 
you  to  pledge  your  word  that,  when  you 
are  mate  again,  you  will  never  take  a  bil- 
let of  wood  in  your  hand  and  drive  a  sick 
boy  out  of  a  bunk  to  help  you  load  your 
boat  on  a  stormy  night."  The  steamboat 
man  said  he  would  not,  and  inquired  what 
the  Governor  meant  by  asking  him  such 
a  question. 

The  Governor  replied  :  "Because,  some 
day,  that  boy  may  become  a  Governor, 
and  you  may  want  him  to  pardon  you 
for  a  crime.  One  dark,  stormy  night, 
many  years  ago,  you  stopped  your  boat 
on  the  Mississippi  river  to  take  on  a 
load  of  wood.  There  was  a  boy  on  board 
who  was  working  his  passage  from  New 
Orleans  to  St.  Louis,  but  he  was  very  sick 
of  fever  and  was  lying  in  a  bunk.  Yon 
had  plenty  of  men  to  do  the  work,  but  you 
went  to  that  boy  with  a  stick  of  wood  in 
your  hand  and  drove  him  with  blows  and 
curses  out  into  the  wretched  night,  and 
kept  him  toiling  like  a  slave  until  the  load 
was  completed.  I  was  that  boy.  Here 
is  your  pardon.  Never  again  be  guilty 
of  such  brutality." 

The  man,  cowering  and  hiding  his  face, 
went  out  without  a  word. 

What  a  noble  revenge  that  was,  and 
what  a  lesson  to  a  bully! — Success. 


The  Road  to  Success. 

Dr.  D.  K.  Pearson,  millionaire,  philan- 
thropist and  patron  of  colleges,  says  that 
the  rules  of  life  can  be  summed  up  as 

follows: 

1.  Practice  steady  economy.  Do  not 
spend  until  you  have  it  to  spend.  Be 
strictly  honest,  and  never  take  advantage 
of  men.  Avoid  show  and  extravagance. 
Use  your  money  to  educate  the  poor. 

2.  Be  your  own  executive.  Trust  no 
man  to  administer  upon  your  estate.  Yon 
cannot  carry  out  of  this  world  any 
amount  with  your  dead  hands.  There  is 
no  use  for  money  beyond  the  grave. — 
Saturday  Evening  Post. 


OUR  CONFERENCE  PRESIDENTS. 


Elder  John  II.  Bankhead  was  born  at 
Wellsville,  Cacbe  county,  Utah,  Oct. 
l  — i ii,  L874,  1 1  is  parents  are  I  tahnf 
on  his  mother's  Bide  of  English  descent, 
and  on  bis  father's  of  Southern  Dixie 
lineage;  thus  we  may  properly  designate 
him      an   Anglo,      Southern      American 

Claim. 

His  early  boyhood  days  were  spent 
upon  the  farm  in  the  summer,  and  in  the 
Wellsville    district    school    in    the    winter 

timi .    After  graduating  from  the  district 

school  in  1893,  he  entered  the  State  Ag- 
ricultural College',  iii  1897  he  received 
his  diploma,  which  conferred  upon  him 
the  title  of  B.  S.,  having  completed  a 
four  years'  commercial  course.  Be  taught 
school  in  Wellsville  during  the  winter  of 
L897-98  and  1898-99.  While  thus  en- 
gaged he  received  a  call  to  perform  a 
mission  to  the  Southern  States.  His  call 
came  in  the  early  part  of  .March,  1899, 
and  on  the  18th  of  said  month  he  left 
Salt  Lake  City  for  Chattanooga. 


ELDER  JOHN   H.   BANKHEAD. 
President  of  Florida  Conference. 

Upon  arriving  in  Chattanooga  he  was 
assigned  to  labor  in  the  North  Kentucky 
Conference.  He  spent  the  first  nine 
months  as  a  canvassing  Elder,  and  was 
then  called  to  act  as  first  counsellor  to 
President  Don  C.  Benson.  During  the 
three  months  that  he  occupied  this  posi- 
tion he  visited  all  the  Elders  iu  that  Con- 
ference. 

In  the  latter  part  of  June  Brother 
Bankhead  was  transferred  to  the  Flor- 
ida Conference  to  succeed  President 
George  W.  Skidmore,  of  that  Conference. 
Since  July  10  he  has  assumed  control  of 
Conference  affairs  in  the  Balmy  State. 
and  his  work  and  manly  effort  is  a  strik- 
ing and  lasting  testimony  of  his  worth 
and  sterling  integrity.  He  exercises  great 
care,  is  judicious,  wise  and  discreet.  His 
reports  show  him  to  be  a  careful  and  ear- 
nest presiding  officer.  The  Elders  love 
him,  anil  a  perfect  unity  exists  In  his 
Conference. 

Elder  Bankhead  is  a  married  man.  and 
Miss  Annie  Mipplesen  was  the  lucky 
girl,  who  is  now  the  honored  spouse.  His 
labels  have  been  a  source  of  joy  and 
pleasure,  and  we  trust  they  may  ever 
continue  so  to  be. 
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ARTICLES  OF  FAITH 

OP  THE  CHURCH   OF  JESUS  CHRIST  OF 
LATTER-DAY  SAINTS. 

1.  We  believe  in  God  the  Eternal  Father,  and  in  Bis  Sod 
Jesus  Christ,  and  in  the  Holy  Ghost. 

5.  We  believe  that  roeD  will  be  punished  for  their  own 
•  ins,  and  not  for  Adam's  transgression. 

8.  We  believe  that,  through  the  atonement  of  Christ,  all 
mankind  may  be  saved,  by  obedience  te  the  laws  and  ordi- 
nances of  the  QoBpel. 

4.  We  believe  that  the  first  principles  and  ordinances  or 
the  Gospel  are  :  First,  Faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ ,  second. 
Repentance;  third,  Baptism  by  immersion  for  the  remission 
of  sins ;  fourth,  Laying  on  of  BandB  for  the  Qift  of  the  Holy 
Shoat 

o.  We  believe  that  a  man  must  be  called  of  God,  by 
"  prophecy,  and  by  the  laying  on  of  bandB,"  by  those  who  are 
In  authority,  to  preach  the  gospel  and  administer  in  the  ordi- 
nances thereof. 

6.  We  believe  in  the*  same  organization  that  existed  in 
the  primitive  church — namely,  ApostleB,  Prophets,  Fasten, 
Teachers,  Evangelists,  etc. 

t  .7.  We  believe  in  the  gift  of  tongues,  prophecy,  revelation, 
visions,  healing,  interpretation  of  tongues,  etc. 

8.  We  believe  the  Bible  to  be  the  word  of  God,  as  far  as  it 
Is  translated  correctly  ;  we  also  believe  the  Book  of  Mormon 
to  be  the  word  of  God. 

9.  We  believe  all  that  God  haB  revealed,  all  that  He  does 
now  reveal,  and  we  believe  that  He  will  yet  reveal  many  great 
and  important  tilings  pertaining  to  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

10.  We  believe  in  the  literal  gathering  of  Israel  and  in  the 
restoration  of  the  Ten  Tribes ;  that  Zion  will  be  built  upon 
this  (the  American)  continent;  that  Christ  will  reign  person- 
ally upon  the  earth,  and  that  the  earth  will  be  renewed  and 
receive  its  paradisiacal  glory. 

11.  We  claim  the  privilege  of  worshiping  Almighty  God 
according  to  the  dictates  of  our  conscience,  and  allow  all 
men  the  same  privilege,  let  them  worship  how.  where,  or  what 
they  may. 

12.  We  believe  in  beingsobject  to  kings,  presidents,  rulera, 
and  magistrates ;  in  obeying,  honoring  and  sustaining  the  law. 

18.  #We  believe  in  being  honest,  true,  chaste,  benevolent, 
virtuous,  and  in  doing  good  to  all  men ;  indeed,  we  may  say 
that  we  follow  the  admonition  of  Paul,  "We  believe  all  things, 
we  hope  all  things,"  we  have  endurod  many  things,  and  hope 
Co  be  able  to  endure  all  things.  If  there  is  anything  virtuous, 
lovely,  or  of  good  report  or  praiseworthy,  we  seek  after  th«*e 
»lo.*a.-^OSEPH  SMITH- 


"BE   NOT  DISMAYED." 


Mankind  are  easily  discouraged  in  this 
life,  and  oftentimes,  otherwise  noble,  val- 
iant souls,  sink  beneath  the  yoke  of  dis- 
appointment, failure,  affliction  and  perse- 
cution. While  it  is  true  that  in  this  mor 
tal  probation  we  have  many  trials  which 
in  their  nature  are  discouraging  and  de 
pressing,  yet  we  can  also  find  joy,  conso- 
lation, strength  and  encouragement.  There 
is  no  trial  but  what  there  is  also  a  way 
by  which  it  may  be  successfully  encoun- 
tered, and  triumphantly  overcome.  Many 
trials  and  much  affliction  seems  to  be  the 
common  heritage  and  legacy  of  the  peopie 
of  God,  and  to  all  such  the  Father  of 
mercies  has,  through  His  inspired  ser- 
vants, both  ancient  and  modern,  given 
words  of  encouragement  and  comfort. 

Speaking  by  the  mouth  of  the  prophet 
Isaiah,  the  Lord  says,  "Fear  thou  not; 
for  I  am  with  thee ;  be  not  dismayed ;  for 
I   am  thy   God;    I   will   strengthen   thee; 


yen,  I  will  help  thee;  yea,  I  will  uphold 
thee  wiih  i in-  right  Ininii  of  Miy  righteous 
new."      (Isaiah  41:10).     Here  we  have 

a   divi spression  hi'   the   help  of  the 

I. "Hi.  ;i  comforting  counsel  to  "be  not  dis- 
mayed," a  promise  of  strength,  and  thut 

we  nIuiII  In-  upheld  with  I  lit;  right  hand 
of  righteousness,  ll  has  ever  been  neces- 
sary for  the  Father  to  comfort  His  peo- 
ple, for  I  hey  have  at  all  times  been  sub- 
ject to  the  wrath  of  the  evil  one,  targets 
for  the  enemy,  and  material  for  the  scoffs, 
jeers  and  ridicule  of  the  ungodly.  So  we 
linil  the  Creator  blesses  Ilium  with  ,  in- 
spired men,  upon  whom  IIu  bestows  the 
spirit  of  wisdom,  counsel  and  revelation, 
that  they  in  turn  might  impart  the  same 
unto  the  people  and  comfort  them  in  their 
afflictions.  To  the  gallant  Joshua,  the 
valiant  captain  of  Israel's  host,  the  Lord 
spake  thus  :  "Be  strong  and  of  good  cour- 
age ;  be  not  afraid,  neither  be  thou  dis- 
mayed ;  for  the  Lord  thy  God  is  with  thee 
whithersoever  thou  goest."  (Joshua 
1:9).  When  we  have  the  blessed  assur- 
ance that  God  is  with  us,  and  that  by  His 
holy  spirit  He  will  shield,  strengthen, 
guide  and  comfort  us,  we  need  not  be  dis- 
mayed, or  fear  the  hosts  of  the  wicked, 
for  legions  of  angels  stand  ready  to  pro- 
tect the  servant  of  righteousness.  Couid 
we  but  realize  the  majesty,  might  and 
overruling  power  of  our  God,  and  then 
consider  that  One  great  as  He  is  even  our 
Rock  and  Defense,  why  should  we  fear 
the  foe  or  be  dispirited  for  the  conflict? 
The  Father  has  in  times  past  bared  His 
mighty  arm  in  defense  of  His  chosen  ones, 
and  He  has  not  lost  His  strength,  neither 
has  His  love  for  His  people  vanished.  He 
stands  ready  now  to  defend  the  righteous 
and  bring  the  wicked  low  in  misery  and 
anguish. 

Though  afflicted,  persecuted,  scorned 
and  derided,  the  people  of  God  can  lift  up 
their  heads  and  rejoice,  knowing  full  well 
that  their  redemption  draweth  nigh,  and 
that  the  truth  they  have  embraced  will 
eventually  triumph  and  righteousness  fill 
the  whole  earth.  Ye  need  not  be  dis- 
mayed, saints  of  the  Most  High  God,  the 
Lord  He  is  your  friend,  your  strength  and 
your  Deliverer !  When  the  wicked  scorn, 
the  ungodly  deride,  and  the  evil  ones  per- 
secute, look  unto  the  Lord,  read  the  good 
word,  and  find  joy  in  these  words,  "The 
Lord  is  with  thee  whithersoever  thou  go- 
est." The  joy  one  derives  by  reason  of 
loyalty  to  God,  and  fidelity  to  His  laws, 
is  a  joy  supreme,  holy  and  divine,  and 
one  which  passeth  all  understanding.  In 
serving  the  Lord  we  oppose  the  world ; 
in  serving  the  world  we  oppose  God.  We 
cannot  afford  to  bow  in  acquiescence  to 
the  ways  of  the  world,  neither  can  we  af- 
ford to  worship  at  the  shrine  of  mammon. 
If  we  would  only  forsake  God,  righteous- 
ness and  truth,  and  be  one  with  the  world, 
honors  from  men,  titles,  dignities  and 
worldly  favors  would  be  ours;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  to  serve  God  and  walk  in  His 
holy  ways,  means  that  we  shall  be  sub- 
jected to  hate,  that  we  shall  be  maligned, 
reviled  and  sneered  at  by  the  lovers  of 
this  world.  We  have  a  faith  that  impels 
us  onward,  forward,  upward.  Yea,  in  the 
midst  of  persecution,  misrepresentation 
and  false  accusation,  we  can  pjod  cheer- 
fully the  weary  way  of  life,  with  a  hope 
of  enjoying  that  more  abundant  life  prom- 
ised to  the  faithful. 

"Why   should   we   mourn   and   think   our   lot 
is  hard'.' 
'Tis  not  so,  all  is  riant! 
Why   should   we   think   to   earn   a   great   re- 
ward? 
If  we  now  shun  the  fight!" 

This  is  the  theme  and  song  of  the  righ'- 
eous.  This  was  the  anthem  the  exiled 
Saints   sang   as   they   crossed   the   barren 


desert  in, mi  Winter  Quarters  to  Salt  Lake 

Oityl     They  cried  imi.i  the  |,<!rd  in   their 

distress,  and  He  delivered  them  from  the 

hands   Of   the   enemy.     They   Hang  of   His 

goodness  and  He  led  them   forth   by   the 

right     hand    of    righteousness.       Footsore 

and  weary,  hungry  and  fatigued,  half-clad 

and  destitute,   they  journeyed  on,  and   tie; 

Father  brought  them  to  the  land  of  iln-ir 
present  inheritance,  where  they  founded 
.i  city  of  habitation,  and  are  now  estab- 
lished in  the  tops  of  the  mountains,  ex- 
alted above  the  hills. 

Our  Father  has  ever  proven  a  deliverer 
and  a  friend  unto  those  who  serve  Him 
in  spirit  and  in  truth,  then  let  all  the 
faithful  take  courage,  and  be  of  good 
cheer.  "1  will  never  leave  thee.  I  will 
never  forsake  thee,"  are  His  loving  words 
to  His  erring  children.  Oh!  that  we 
might  never  leave  Him,  or  forsake  the 
truth,  then  our  happiness  here,  and  our 
salvation  hereafter  would  be  secured  and 
made  certain.  He  will  never  leave  us,  and 
if  we  will  only  cling  fast  to  the  word  of 
God,  strive  for  the  guidance  of  His  Holy 
Spirit,  we  may  know  that  He  is  our  stay, 
and  our  course  in  life  pleasing  and  ac- 
ceptable before  Him.  In  the  hour  of  trial 
let  us  draw  near  with  a  true  heart  in  full 
assurance  of  faith,  and  when  the  clouds 
have  rolled  away,  and  we  feel  the  warmth 
of  the  sun's  bright  ray,  let  us  still  be 
found  faithful  and  true,  honest  in  our 
convictions,  and  steadfast  in  our  integri- 
ty to  do  the  right.  Let  the  wicked  scoiT, 
and  the  ungodly  frown,  truth  will  yet 
prevail,  and  righteousness  reign  supreme, 
while  the  glory  of  God  shall  be  poured 
out  upon  all  flesh. 

Be  not  dismayed,  but  arise  in  the 
strength  of  the  Mighty  One  of  Israel. 
The  goal  is  in  sight,  the  day  of  redemp- 
tion awaits  the  faithful  and  true.  Cleave- 
to  righteousness  and  truth,  that  you  ma.t 
be  raised  at  the  last  day  to  honor,  glory, 
immortality  and  life  eternal.  Be  not  dis- 
mayed, though  trials  come,  and  tribula- 
tion- visits  you  with  affliction,  for  you 
have  'One  who  stands  ready  to  grant  re- 
lief, to  bestow  comfort,  and  minister  con- 
solation. Be  not  dismayed,  though  false 
accusations  may  arise  against  you,  and 
vile  abuse  descend  upon  your  head ;  the 
faith  of  the  aucients  should  be  your  faith, 
and  such  a  faith  will  give  you  strength  to 
cope  with  anything.  When  fierce  perse 
cution  makes  you  the  butt  of  violence  and 
oppression,  remember  the  words  of  the 
Lord,  "Be  not  dismayed,"  and  the  words 
of  the  Messiah,  when  in  the  throes  of 
death,  "Father,  forgive  them,  for  they 
know  not  what  they  do." 

"Fear  not,  I  am  with  thee,  O,  be  not  dis- 
mayed, 

For  I  am  thy  God,  and  will  still  give  the 
aid; 

I'll  strengthen  thee,  help  thee,  and  cause 
thee  to  stand. 

Upheld  by  my  righteous,  omnipotent  hand." 


LIFE'S  COMPLETENESS. 


There  are  no  lives  unfinished,   incomplete. 
God    gives    each    man    at    birth    some    work 

to  do. 
Some    precious   stone   of   strange    prismatic 

hue 
To  carve  and  polish,  till  it  shall  be  meet 
To  place  within  his  temple,  still  and  sweet. 
Ere   that   he   done,    the   soul   mav   not   pass 

through 
The   door   to   grander   worlds,    to   aim   more 

true, 
To  wider  life  with  love's  sweet  jov  replete. 
And.  if  the  working  time  be  short,  and  earth 
With  its  dear  human  ties  be  hard  to  leave. 
Be  sure  that  God,  whose  thought  hath  given 

thee  birth. 
Still  holds  for  thee  the  best  thou  canst  re- 
ceive: 
Be   sure   the  soul,   in   passing  through   that 

door, 
Though  losing  much,   gains   Infinitely  more. 
—Christian  Leader. 
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Would  yon  I"'  Immune  from  the  odium 
of  the  world,  then  lock  arms  with  world- 
lings, and  love  worldliuess  ;  then  you  shall 
be  "Hail  fellow  well  met."  Would  you 
so  conduct  yourself  as  to  lie  I  he  object   of 

persecution,  and  the  butl  of  ridicule?  then 
join  hands  with  the  righteous,  love  godli- 
ness, and  let  revealed  truth  he  your  choice 
companion  and  wise  counsellor,  and  you 
shall  be  counted  a  vain  babbler,  a  rank 
impostor,  a  false  prophet,  heretic,  crank 
and  fanatic. 


The  truly  brave  man  is  he  who  dans  to 
do  right  in  the  face  of  bitter  opposition 
and  tierce  persecution;  whose  faith  in 
God  and  the  divinely  established  laws  of 
salvation  will  enable  him  lo  forsake  all. 
and  glory  in  the  knowledge  of  the  truth. 


Let  us  prepare  ourselves  for  the  gifts 
and  blessings  of  heaven  as  Elisha  for  the 
mantle  and  priesthood  of  Elijah. 


Boast  not  of  riches,  boast  not  at  all, 
but  be  thankful  that  the  Father  of  ali 
mercies  and  good  gifts  has  blessed  you  in 
the  past,  and  even  now  holds  out  a  help- 
ing hand  to  the  unrepentant,  wilful  sin- 
ner. 


"God  hath  commanded  men  everywhere 
to  repent."  Repentance,  deep  repentance, 
must  take  place  in  the  heart  and  be  mani- 
fest in  the  acts.  If  men  fail  to  repent 
and  fail  to  exhibit  a  godly  sorrow  for  sin, 
with  a  sincere  desire  to  sin  no  more,  then 
they  will  most  assuredly  be  punished,  and 
they  will  fall  and  fester  in  their  own  cor- 
ruption and  wickedness. 


No  one  need  be  idle ;  there  is  work  for 
all,  and  blessed  is  the  man  who  doeth 
with  his  might  the  labor  assigned.  Work 
will  ease  the  mind,  harden  the  muscles, 
and  strengthen  the  body.  Be  not  afraid 
to  bend  your  back,  or  use  your  hands  iu 
honest  toil,  for  there  is  a  dignity  attached 
to  honest  toil  which  makes  the  trusted 
laborer  a  worthy,  upright  man ;  a  man 
whom  all  must  respect  and  honor. 


Do  you  not  behold  the  "Signs  of  the 
Times?"  The  journals  of  the  day  bring 
new  accounts  of  floods,  distress,  destruc- 
tion of  life  and  property  !  These  things 
were  to  come  to  pass,  and  then  the  Lord 
of  Hosts,  Jesus,  the  light  of  the  world, 
will  suddenly  come  to  His  temple.  Pre- 
pare yourselves,  ye  sons  and  daughters 
of  men,  and  ye  inhabitants  of  the  earth, 
be  ye  moved  to  repentance  so  that  when 
the  Lord  cometh  He  may  be  pleased  to 
own  and  bless  you  ! 


Do  not  sit  idly  by  and  sing,  "Rescue 
the  perishing,  care  for  the  dying,"  but 
arise  and  let  your  light  shine,  that  others 
may  behold  your  good  works  and  glorify 
God  in  the  highest.  As  Christ  is  our 
Helper  and  Friend,  so  should  we  help  and 
befriend   each    other. 


The  riches  of  heaven  are  eternal,  the 
joys  of  the  kingdom  everlasting.  All  that 
the  Lord  doeth  He  doeth  forever ;  His 
handiwork  shall  never  fail.  His  love  and 
gentle  goodness  will  never  fade  or  grow 
dim  with  age. 


Let  your  anthem  be,  "Glory  to  God  in 
the  highest :"  your  daily  life  an  exemplifi- 
cation of  your  seraphic  muse. 


"What  doth  the  Lord   require  of  thee 
but  to  do  justly  and  to  love  mercy?" 
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BY     A.     AUKOWSMITll. 


The  age  in  which  we  are  now  living 
is,  without  doubt,  the  most  wonderful 
through  which  the  world  has  ever  passed. 
These  are  peculiar  times.  Science  is  pro- 
ducing so  much  new  food  for  thought 
thai  one  must  be  indeed  up  and  doing  to 
keep  pace  with  passing  events. 

Infidelity  and  agnosticism  stalks  ram- 
pant through  the  land,  and  daily  we  are 
being  brought  in  closer  touch  with  things 
etherial  and  the  unknown  world,  so  much 
so,  in  fact,  that  to  the  clear,  thinking, 
unbiased  mind  the  immortality  of  man 
is  an  assured  fact. 

Among  the  mysterious  agencies  being 
made  use  of  in  this  age,  we  find  Spirit- 
ualism taking  an  active  part,  also  hyp- 
notism and  mesmerism.  Either  of  these 
can  be  made  the  agent  for  good  or  for 
evil,  and  through  them  many  marvelous 
things  arc  accomplished. 

The  Bible  specifically  testifies  to  a  time 
when  Lucifer  (the  devil)  should  have  such 
power  as  to  cause  fire  to  come  down  from 
Heaven,  on  the  earth,  in  the  sight  of 
men.  and  deceive  them  that  dwell  on  the 
earth  by  the  means  of  such  mighty  mir- 
acles. 

At  this  day  it  is  impossible,  without 
the  spirit  of  discernment,  to  distinguish 
between  good  and  bad,  truth  and  error, 
right  and  wrong,  and  it  is  hard  to  detect 
where  truth  ceases  and  error  commences. 

When  the  Gospel  was  restored  to  this 
dispensation,  Satan  realized  that  truth 
had  once  more  been  introduced,  and  that, 
through  faith,  devils  were  cast  out,  the 
sick  healed  and  the  dead  raised  to  life. 
Knowing  that  his  power  and  dominion 
were  in  danger  of  being  overthrown,  he 
shook  off  the  lethargy  into  which  he  had 
fallen  and  proceeded  to  introduce  some 
of  his  wonders. 

Spiritualism,  with  its  rappings,  mut- 
terings  and  unintelligible  jargon,  was  one 
of  them,  and  it  led  many  from  the  way 
of  righteousness  and  truth,  to  the  broad 
road  of  infidelity,  some  of  these  thus  led 
away  being  among  the  grandest  spirits 
of  the  day.  whose  noble  souls  have  been 
deceived  with  this  demonstration  of  the 
miraculous. 

I  believe  it  to  be  true  that  foolish  and 
ridiculous  spiritual  agencies  can  make 
chairs  and  tables  move,  and  there  are 
powers  at  work  which  mortality  cannot 
see,  which  will  raise  heavy  substances 
from  the  floor;  that  will  inhabit  the  tab- 
ernacle of  mortality  and  demonstrate 
wonderful  powers  beyond  the  comprehen- 
sion of  man. 

Often  a  medium  who  is  illiterate  and 
unlearned,  will,  under  the  influence  of 
this  power,  deliver  the  most  learned  dis- 
course, perh'aps  treat  on  philosophy,  ar- 
chaeology and  the  higher  studies,  or 
charm  the  hearers  with  beautiful  music, 
as  the  case  might  be,  thus  making  full 
use  of  the  arts  and  sciences.  It  is  a 
fact,  however,  that  nothing  new  is  over 
brought  out  by  this  means,  and  what  is 
done  is  simply  a  repetition  of  something 
Formerly  accomplished. 

These  peeping,  muttering  spirits  do  not 
teach  us  anything  but  the  fact  that  man 
is  a  oual  being,  and  that  there  is  a  spirit 
life  olosely  connected  with  this  mortal 
life.  This  system  or  sect  does  not  recog- 
nize Christ  as  the  Son  of  God.  and  right 
here  is  the  key  by  which  we  find  its 
source,  and  it  thus  discloses  from  whence 


it  came.  The  Apostle  John  says  that 
every  spirit  that  confesseth  not  that 
■''•-'is  Christ  is  come  in  the  flesh,  is  not 
of  God,  but  is  the  spirit  of  deception,  and 
anti-Christ. 

'I'lirs, •  deceptive  spirits  have  been 
known  thousands  Of  years.  We  read 
that  before  the  peopling  of  this  world 
by  mortality,  of  a  war  in  Heaven,  where 
Satan  and  one-third  of  the  hosts  of 
Heaven,  win,  followed  him,  were  east 
out  on  the  earth,  and  ever  since,  they 
have  been  busy  trying  to  deceive  and  de- 
COy  man  from  the  path  of  virtue  and 
truth. 

Peter  says,  "Be  sober,  be  vigilant;  be- 
cause your  adversary,  the  devil,  as  a 
roaring  lion,  walketh  about,  seeking 
whom  he  might  devour." 

I'pwards  of  l'.simi  years  ago  Isaiah  ad- 
vised Israel  to  avoid  these  manifestations 
of  evil.  He  says:  "And  when  they  shall 
say  unto  you,  seek  unto  them  that  have 
familiar  spirits,  and  unto  wizards  that 
peep  and  that  mutter;  should  not  the  peo- 
ple Beet  unto  their  God?  for  the  living 
to  the  dead?  to  the  law  and  to  the  tes- 
timony; if  they  speak  not  according  to 
this  word,  it  is  because  there  is  no  light 
in  them." 

This  condemns  spiritualism  and  shows 
us  plainly  that  a  seeker  after  the  mys- 
teries pertaining  to  the  dead  and  the  be- 
yond, must  apply  through  the  legitimate 
channel,  viz.,  godliness,  and  the  law  and 
the  testimony. 

The  magicians  and  soothsayers  of  an- 
cient Egypt,  Babylon  and  Assyria,  who 
performed  and  worked  their  marvels 
through  the  channels  of  this  "dark  art," 
were  able  to  turn  rods  into  serpents,  wa- 
ter into  blood  and  bring  frogs  on  the 
land  oC  Egypt. 

Saul,  the  King  of  Israel,  disappointed 
at  the  withdrawal  of  his  Priesthood  and 
power,  desired  communication  with  the 
unseen  world,  he  sought  out  a  witch  at 
Endor,  who  had  the  power  to  gratify 
his  desire,  and  he  held  discourse  with 
Samuel.  The  result  of  this  interview 
was  misery  and  death.  The  same  would 
apply  to  all  who  seek  after  information 
in  this  forbidden  channel,  and  is  very 
graphically  related  in  Shakespeare's 
Macbeth,  who  is  described  as  a  very  am- 
bitious Thane,  who  cruelly  murdered  the 
good  King  Duncan  and  his  friend  Ban- 
quo,  that  he  might  himself  sit  on  the 
throne  of  Scotland.  His  conscience  sore- 
ly troubled  him,  and  he  sought  frequently 
the  haunts  of  witches,  that  he  might  gel 
consolation  through  their  power.  They 
gave  him  encouraging  information,  and 
he  felt  perfectly  safe,  but  the  result  was 
deception  and  he  died  a  miserable  and 
untimely  death,  cursing  the  deceptive 
power  which  gave  him  the  intentive  and 
wicked  encouragement  to  let  nothing 
stand  in  the  way  of  his  ambition. 

We  therefore  find  that  these  many  at- 
testations of  power,  miraculous  as  they 
may  appear,  are  lacking,  and  invariably 
those  who  seek  for  information  through 
these  influences,  like  Saul  and  Macbeth, 
only  reap  misery  and  death. 

It  is  said  "there  is  good  in  all  things 
evil,  could  nun  but  observingly  distil  it 
out."  and  because  we  find  so  much  evil 
arising  from  the  abuse  of  these  p> 
we  find  many  who  at  once  pronounce 
,  them    of   the   devil   and   from      beneath, 
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without  :in  honest  investigation.  It  is 
always  easy  to  deny  the  existence  of 
what  we  cannot  understand;  far  easier 
than  it  is  wise;  for  by  such  stubborn  de- 
h'imIs  the  world  is  often  Kept  iii  pitiable 
ignorance  of  precious  truth. 

The  mysterious  happenings,  which  ap- 
pear ms  supernatural,  through  the  powers 
of  hypnotism,  are  usually  pronounced  as 
impostors  mid  humbug.  Leading  and  ac- 
knowledged authorities  say  thnt  hypno- 
tism is  really  the  basis  for" the  explana- 
tion of  much  of  the  phenomena  that  has 
occurred  and  that  now  happens,  and  that 
psychologly  is  a  true  science.  They  Bay 
that  the  mind  of  man  is  dual;  it  consists 
of  a  subjective  part,  or  spirit,  and  an  ob- 
jective part,  or  intellect. 

The  subjective  part  is  immortal,  inten- 
tive.  has  control  of  the  bodily  functions, 
is  the  seat  of  instincts  and  memory. 

The  objective  mind,  or  intellect,  is 
mortal,  depending  upon  the  brain  as  its 
function er,  and  declining  its  power  as 
the  brain  declines  its  physical  vigor.  Our 
objective  mind  is  given  us  to  enable  us 
to  cope  with  our  environments  in  this 
life.  It  is  capable  of  inductive  and  de- 
ductive reasoning.  It  is  the  guide  and 
controller  (while  we  are  in  this  life)  of 
the  subjective  mind  or  soul,  which  it  can 
fit  for  an  eternity  of  bliss  or  remorse — 
that  is — we  have  free  will,  we  are  free 
agents  to  work  out  our  own  salvation. 

The  Ad  Wise  Creator  has  provided  us 
with  a  perfect  instrument;  but  it  is  left 
for  us  to  decide  whether  or  not  we  will 
keep  it  in  time  and  bring  out  all  its  mu- 
sic; till  on  its  divine  harmonies  we  soar 
aloft. 

We  are  free  agents,  not  machines.  The 
subjective  mind,  when  it  passes  from 
the  control  of  the  objective,  accepts 
whatever  premise  is  presented  to  it,  and 
reasons  from  that  premise,  with  wonder- 
ful power  and  acuteness. 

It  is  therefore  through  the  power  of  a 
natural  law  that  hypnosis  is  produced 
and  the  subject  made  to  operate,  appar- 
ently, supernaturally.  The  objective 
mind  sleeps;  the  subjective  mind  is  on 
the  alert  to  receive  and  grasp  any  sug- 
gestion which  is  earnestly  made  to  it,  by 
a  spoken  word  or  concentrated  thought. 
It  is  thus  disease  and  sickness  is  cured 
in  many  cases:  also  men  of  immoral  ten- 
dencies have  been  benefitted  through  this 
power. 

The  "Book  of  Mormon"  declares  that 
the  Spirit  of  Christ  is  given  to  every 
man,  that  they  may  know  good  from 
evil:  "everything  which  inviteth  to  do 
good,  and  to  persuade  to  believe  in  Christ, 
is  sent  forth  by  the  power  and  gift  of 
Christ:  wherefore  ye  may  know  with  a 
perfect  knowledge  it  is  of  God:  but  what- 
soever thing  persuadeth  man  to  do  evil, 
and  believe  not  in  Christ,  and  deny  Him. 
and  serve  not  God:  then  ye  may  know 
with  a  perfect  knowledge  it  is  of  the 
devil,  for  after  this  manner  doth  the 
devil  work,  for  he  persuadeth  no  man  to 
do  good.  no.  not  one:  neither  doth  his 
angels:  neither  do  they  who  subject 
themselves  unto  him.  Then  Mormon 
goes  on  to  say.  "Seeing  that  ye  know 
the  light  by  which  ye  may  judge,  which 
light  is  the  light  of  Christ,  see  that  ye 
do  not  judge  wrongfully:  for  with  that 
same  judgment  whicn  ye  judge,  ye  shall 
also  be  judged.  Wherefore  I  beseech  of 
you,  brethren,  that  ye  should  search  dil- 
igently in  the  light  of  Christ,  that  ye  may 
know  good  from  evil:  and  if  ye  will  lay 
hold  upon  every  good  thing  and  condemn 
it  not.  ve  certainly  will  be  a  child  of 
Christ." 

We  all  know  in  past  ages  that  the 
truths   advanced   by   Copernicus,    Galileo, 


Newton    Bild    Others    were    rejected    by    a 

bigoted  and  superstitious  people.     Even 

in  recent  .veins  ninny  truiiis  have  been 
kept  back  and  withheld,  through  big- 
otry, being  prejudged  as  falseh I  of  the 

devil.  Modern  Christendom  bus  railed 
against  some  of  the  grandest  discoveries 
in  tins  century,  simply  because  they  con- 
flicted with  their  supercilious,  arrogant 
anil  unscriptural  forms  of  worship  and 
their  misconception  of  the  Word  of  God. 
Faith  is  a  mighty  fulcrum  in  moving 
the  powers  with  which  we  are  Burround- 

e,..  Mini  God's  laws  are  natural  laws;  so 
that  if  one  of  His  children  understand 
some  of  nature's  laws  and  can  even  call 
down  lire  from  Heaven,  he  will  operate 
his  power  through  a  natural  law,  God's 
law.  Such  a  man  might  be  wicked  and 
evil,  but  his  understanding  and  applica- 
tion of  a  truth  brings  the  fire,  neverthe- 
less. Evil  is  nothing  but  truth  corrupted 
and  misapplied,  and  God  does  not  always 
reveal  His  truths  through  His  Church. 

Edison  has  been  a  grand  instrument  in 
revealing  some  of  the  powers  of  God, 
through  electricity,  and  Edison  does  not 
believe  in  vision  and  revelation  and  does 
not  understand  the  channel  from  whence 
he  gets  his  inspiration:  hut  he  is  God's 
inst  rument.   notwithstanding. 

The  fakir  in  India  who  is  the  most 
successful  hypnotist  is  described  as  liv- 
ing meagerly,  on  the  most  simple  diet, 
and  he  strives  to  kep  his  body  pure,  that 
it  might  be  a  fit  receptacle  for  the  influ- 
ence which  gives  him  power  in  his  pro- 
fession. Anciently  the  most  wise  men 
sought  seclusion  in  the  deserts,  macer- 
ated their  bodies  and  held  long  fasts. 
They  were  desirous  of  communication 
with  the  spirit  world,  and  if  we  are  to 
believe  history  many  of  them  attained 
great  knowledge  on  things  etherial.  It 
is  true  that  many  fanatics  would  sit  for 
years  in  silent  contemplation  of  the  suf- 
ferings of  Jesus,  and  it  is  related  that 
the  nail  marks,  as  suggested  by  thought, 
would  appear  on  their  hands,  feet  and 
side. 

My  object  in  writing  the  above  is  that 
we  might  be  careful  in  judging  between 
right  and  wrong,  good  and  evil,  and  not 
condemning  everything  we  see,  because 
we  don't  understand  it.  God  is  operat- 
ing and  controlling  all  things,  and  He 
sometimes  makes  the  wrath  of  man 
praise  Him.  Let  us  therefore  learn  how- 
to  separate  truth  from  error  and  apply 
it  in  our  lives. 

The  principle  of  faith  has,  in  the  past, 
as  well  as  the  present,  been  the  most  po- 
tent factor  in  disclosing  the  mysterious. 
Realizing  this,  we  find  the  Christian  Sci- 
entist and  many  others  working  miracles 
and   healing  the  sick. 

The  Roman  Catholic  exercises  faith 
in  the  bones  and  clothing  of  departed 
Saints,  and  they  actually  idolize  such 
relics.  Strange  to  say.  they  often  obtain 
miraculous  blessings  through  the  faith 
and  prayer  they  offer  these  idols. 

Many  pilgrims  who  seek  for  health 
through  the  waters  that  *have  been 
blessed  by  Saints  in  the  past  and  who 
bow  with  reverence  and  worship  to  the 
bones  of  some  supposed  Saint,  receive 
benefit,  and  sometimes,  if  we  are  to 
credit  history,  many  are  cured  from  dis- 
ease. . 

Through  the  exercise  of  faith  these  re- 
sults are  brought  about,  as  Jesus  would 
say,  "Thy  faith  hath  made  thee  whole." 
If  some  poor  superstitious  and  ignorant 
fanatic  bows  down  and  worships  a  yel- 
low dog.  or  even  some  old  rags  or  bones, 
be  it  the  coat  of  Joseph,  the  carpenter, 
or  the  raiment  of  Jesus,  the  soldiers  of 
Rome  cast  lots  for,  or  the  bones  of  a 
primitive  Saint,  no  matter,  that  poor  soul 


is  a  child  of  God,  and  .1  n  object  of  com- 
passion, entitled  to  the  rasped  of  a  just 
Mud  men  iful  Father,  providing,  of  course, 

the  individual  is  honest,  knowing  no  bel- 
ter, mid  does  the  best  he  can,  Mis  poor 
weak  soul,  like  the  Hindoo  fakir,  is  will- 
ing   to    do    anything,       according    to    llie 

knowledge  and  education  it  has  Imbibed, 
to  get  eternal  bliss  and  Immunity  from 

pain,  sickness  and  disease,  both  body  and 
spirit. 

There  Is  a  true  and  a  false  faith.  They 
will  both  work  wonders.  To  illustrate. 
I  wi..  relate  a  circumstance:  Some  years 
ago  a  school  of  medical  men,  desiring  to 

test  the  powers  of  the  Imagination,  se- 
cured for  their  test  a  man  condemned  to 
die.  They  blindfolded  him  gagged  him 
and  bound  him  to  a  chair,  and  while  he 
sat  thus,  unable  to  speak  or  see.  hi'  was 
able  to  hear  all  they  said.  They  spoke 
of  how  they  would  open  the  jugular  vein, 
and  by  so  doing  the  victim  would  die  in- 
side of  five  minutes. 

One  student  he.  -  his  pulse,  another  a 
watch,  whilst  another  poured  blood  trick- 
lingly  from  the  poor  fellow's  neck  into  a 
bucket  ny  his  side.  The  doctor  pricked 
the  neck  with  a  pin  without  injury,  but 
this  poor  victim  of  experimentation  im- 
agined, fancied,  or  had  faith,  false  faith 
if  you  please,  that  he  had  been  subjected 
to  the  knife,  and  he  believed  what  the 
doctors  said,  that  within  five  minutes  he 
would  bleed  to  death.  He  heard  the 
blood  as  it  trickled  into  the  bucket,  and 
the  false  faith  that  he  exhibited  caused 
him  to  die  within  the  limit. 

Many  such  illustrations  could  be  cited, 
showing  the  powers  of  the  imagination, 
when  controlled  by  a  false  faith.  Why- 
should  not  this  same  faith  have  also  a 
healing  influence  upon  the  weak-minded 
fanatic,  even  should  he  exercise  it  on  old 
bones  and  relics  of  the  middle  ages? 

All  mankind  are  the  children  of  the 
Eternal  Father,  and  the  principle  of 
faith  is  a  part  of  their  spiritual  inheri- 
tance as  His  sons  and  daughters.  They 
can  an  come  unto  Him  in  sincere  and 
earnest  prayer — and  no  matter  what  may 
be  their  race  or  creed,  He  will  regard 
their  devotion  when  they  seek  to  serve 
Him  as  best  they  can.  We  therefore  do 
not  think  that  the  ears  of  Deity  are  open 
solely  to  the  members  of  one  particular 
religious  body.  Faith  is  not  confined  to 
any  specially  selected  individuals.  "God 
is  no  respecter  of  persons."  The  Savior 
said:  "All  things  are  possible  to  them 
that  believe.  '  We  must  give  God  credit 
for  all  good  things,  and  attribute  all  evil 
to  Lucifer. 


Union  Pacific  Railroad. 

Another  Portland  train.  Two  trains 
daily.  Effective  April  22,  the  Union  Pa- 
cific, Oregon  Short  Line  and  Chicago 
Railroad  and  Navigation  company  will 
place  in  service  an  additional  Portland 
train. 

This  train,  "The  Pacific  Express,"  will 
leave  Kansas  City  10:40  a.  m.  Only 
three  days  on  the  road. 

Equipped  with  Palace  Sleepers.  Free 
Reclining  Chair  Cars,  ordinary  Sleeping 
Car.  Dining  Car  Service  (to  Granger). 

The  time  of  the  present  Portland  train, 
"The  Overland  Limited,"  leaving  Kansas 
City  6:40  p.  m.,  will  be  reduced  2  hours 
and  45  minutes  between  Granger  and 
Portland. 

Onlv  69  hours  Kansas  City  to  Port- 
land. ' 

Palace  Sleeping  Cars.  Dining  Car  Ser- 
vice. Buffet  Cars.  Chair  Cars. 

For  time  tables,  folders,  illustrated 
books,  pamphlets  descriptive  of  the  ter- 
ritory traversed,  address  J.  F.  Aglar, 
general   agent.  St.  Louis.  Mo. 

This  is  my  commandment;  that  ye  love 
one  another." 
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WOODRUFF  MONUMENT  DEDICATED 


Deseret  Evening  News,  Nov.  10,  1900. 
The  monument  to  the  memory  of  the 

late     President     Wilfcird     \V huff     was 

dedicated  with  imposing  ceremonies  in 
the  city  cemetery  at  1     o'clock   today. 

Something  like  1(H)  people  «erc  in  at- 
tendance, mostly  members  of  the  family 
of  the  departed  President.  By  request 
the       male       quartette,       consisting       of 

Messrs.    Pyper,   Whitney,    Patrick     and 

Spencer,  furnished  the  music  and  opened 
with  the  hymn  "Lord.  We  Conic  Hefore 
Thee  -Now."  Apostle  Heber  J.  Grant 
then  made  a  few  remarks,  speaking  of 
the  pleasure  it  had  given  the  General 
Hoard  to  receive  the  responses  with 
which  their  request  for  subscriptions 
from  the  Mutual  Improvement  associa- 
tions throughout  the  Church  in  aid  of 
this  cause  uad  been  met,  anil  asking  the 
blessings  of  God  upon  the  family  of  Pres- 
ident Woodruff. 

Elder  James  Woodruff,  son  of  Presi- 
dent Woodruff,  then  returned  thanks  to 
the  General  Board  on  behalf  of  the  fam- 
ily, and  appealed  to  all  the  members  of 
his  father's  family  to  so  live  that  he 
would  never  have  cause  to  blush  for  his 
sons  and  daughters. 

Apostle  Lund  expressed  pleasure  with 
the  beautiful  monument  and  said  its 
plain,  solid  character  indicated  fittingly 
the  man  who  rested  beneath  it. 

President  Joseph  F.  Smith  stated  that 
the  granite  from  which  the  monument 
was  built  came  from  President  Wood- 
ruff's native  State,  Connecticut.  He  said 
he  was  grateful  and  proud  to  see  this 
monument  erected  to  the  memory  of  one 
who  had  been  so  loved  as  President 
Woodruff,  but  he  desired  to  say  that  the 
record  he  had  made  in  life  would  outlive 
this  monument,  and  when  the  granite 
had  mouldered  into  dust  his  work  would 
still  be  remembered,  and  his  great  labor 
known  by  millions  yet  unborn.  He  con- 
gratulated the  family,  and  all  who  had 
contributed  to  this  monument,  that  the 
work  had  been  done  under  such  happy 
auspices.  He  urged  the  members  of  the 
Woodruff  family  to  honor  the  memory 
of  their  father,  and  this  they  could  do  in 
no  better  way  than  by  showing  by  their 
lives  and  works  that  they  appreciated 
the  example  he  had  set. 

President  George  Q.  Cannon  followed, 
speaking  of  the  providence  shown  in  the 
raising  up  of  men  of  distinguished  char- 
acters to  stand  at  the  head  of  this  work- 
since  its  commencement.  He  told  of  Jo- 
seph Smith's  special  adaptation  for  the 
great  work  he  had  to  perform  during  his 
life,  and  said  that  when  he  fell  it  seemed 
as  though  no  one  could  be  found  to  fill 
his  place.  Yet  President  Brigham  Young 
had  been  raised  up,  and  he  was  a  man 
well  fitted  for  the  problems  with  which 
he  had  to  contend.  Then  came  President 
laylor.  who  had  himself  been  almost  a 
martyr,  and  whose  familiar  name  was 
"the  champion  of  liberty."  Following 
him  came  President  Woodruff,  a  man 
whose  character  was  the  most  childlike 
humble  and  unassuming  and  free  from 
ostentation  and  pride,  more  so  than  that 
of  any  character  he  had  ever  known 
among  his  people.  He  was  the  embod- 
iment of  truth  and  innocence,  and  yet  a 
man  of  undaunted  courage.  This  was 
well  shown  by  the  "manifesto"  which 
had  boon  isssued  by  him.  The  speaker 
said,  knowing  Brigham  Young  and  John 
Taylor  as  he  had.  he  doubted  whether 
they  could  have  brought  themselves  to 
do  what  President  Woodruff  did  in  that 
respect.  It  seemed  as  though  the  Lord 
had  decreed  in  advance  that  Wilford 
Woodruff  should  be  the  man  to  do  that 


work.  He  spoke  of  President  Snow's 
particular  mission  on  earth  and  said  he 
possessed  the  particular  qualities  of  mind 
and  character  thai  enabled  him  to  per- 
form   it,    and    d08ed    with    an    appeal    to 

the  members  of  the  Woodruff  family  to 
tread  in  the  footsteps  of  their  father. 

The  dedicatory  prayer  was  then  feel- 
ingly pronounced  by  President  Joseph  V. 
Smith,  after  which  the  quartette  rendered 

"The  Last  Hope,"  and  Bishop  John  K. 
Winder  offered   the  fina]   prayer. 

Elder  Thomas  10.  Hull,  on  behalf  of 
the  family,  thanked  those  who  had  taken 
pari  in  the  services  and  the  assemblage 
dismissed. 

The    beautiful    monument    is    of   solid 

granite  and  faces  east  and  west.     On   the 

north    front   are      inscribed    the    words, 

"Fourth  President  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  LS89- 
1898.  On  the  west  side  is  inscribed  the 
names  of  the  wives  of  the  deceased: 
"Phoebe  W.  Carter,  born  March  8th, 
1807,  died  Nov.  10th,  1885.  Mary  A. 
Jackson,  born  Feb.  18th,  1818,  died  Dec. 
25th.  1894."  The  monument  cost  about 
$1,500,  nearly  one-half  of  which  was 
subscribed  by  the  members  of  the  Young 
Men's  Mutual  Improvement  Association, 
and  the  remainder  by  the  Woodruff  fam- 
ily. It  was  erected  by  Elias  Morris  & 
Sons  Company. 


HONOR  GOD'S  PRIESHOOD. 


BY   ELDER  W.   G.   MILES. 

It  has  long  been  an  established  fact  to 
the  reasoning  mind  that  when  God,  in 
past  ages,  designed  to  accomplish  a  cer- 
tain work  upon  earth  He  did  it  through 
His  servants,  who  were  divinely  chosen 
from  among  men,  and  upon  whom  he 
conferred  His  Priesthood  or  authority. 
At  one  period  of  the  world's  history  so 
great  became  the  inclination  of  a  people 
to  honor  God's  Priesthood,  and  so  com- 
plete and  perfect  became  their  love  for 
each  other,  that  they  were  translated 
with  their  beloved  Prophet  and  leader, 
Enoch.  At  another  time  in  the  history 
of  the  world  wc  find  the  people  almost 
universally  repudiating  God's  Priesthood 
am!  Prophet.  Noah,  bringing  upon  them- 
selves the  displeasure  of  a  just  Creator, 
manifest  by  their  total  extermination 
in  flood.  We  will  not  dwell  longer  upon 
the  condition  of  man  at  this  stage,  but 
hastily  come  to  the  time  when  God  sent 
His  only  begotten  Son  into  the  world, 
who  was  to  do  not  His  own,  but  His 
Father's  will. 

As  He  Himself  has  said,  "For  I  came 
down  from  Heaven  not  to  do  mine  own 
will,  but  the  will  of  Him  that  sent  me." 
(John  6:38),  and  thai  Jesus  held  the 
Priesthood  of  God,  with  power  to  confer 
it  upon  others,  is  very  evident  from  His 
teachings,  especially  TTis  words  recorded 
in  John  14:10.  wherein  Ho  tells  us  that 
the  Father  dwelleth  in  Him.  By  a  fur- 
ther investigation  of  Scripture,  we  find 
that  Christ  did  not  withhold  this  Priest- 
hood from  others,  but  it  was  extended 
unto  the  Apostles  and  those  whom  He 
had  chosen.  The  object  of  this  article 
is  not  to  make  a  lengthy  explanation  of 
this  subject,  but  to  briefly  point  out  the 
necessity   of.   and   the  safety   in.   honoring 

and  obeying  those  who  hold  the  Priest- 
hood of  our  Creator;  ami  on  the  other 
hand  the  apparent  danger  encountered 
by  those  who  ignore  these  divinely  au- 
thorized servants.  No  better  under- 
standing can  be  had  on  this  point  than 
that  given  in  the  words  of  Jesus  as  re- 
corded in  Matt.  10:40-42,  wherein  He 
says.  "He  that  receivetb  you  receiveth 
me:"  also  in  Matt.  25:35-46,  "Inasmuch 
as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least 


of  these,  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it 
onto  me,"  Bbowing  very  dei  igively  that 
wnosoever  will  not  receive  those  servants, 
-ent  uf  I f i iii.  but  will  mistreat  them, 
shall  be  held  ju-t  as  responsible  as 
though   they   rejected   the   Bon  of     God 

Himself. 

Put    iii   this  advanced   age  uf  bigotry 

and  intoleri ,  when  men  are  profess- 
ing gnat  piety  and  holiness,  we  find 
them  ready  "n  every  side,  in.)  only  to 
repudiate,  but  put  to  death  those  holding 
Goo's  Priesthood,  and  bearing  tu  th.-iii 
the    fruits   of   the   Gospel. 

Let  the  world  awake  from  her  pro 
found  Bleep  Of  spiritual  darkness  and 
shake  off  the  iron-clad  fetters  of  super- 
stition and  error,  which  are  landing  her 
inhabitants  so  close. 

And  to  those  desiring  to  be  among  the 
right  mis  few,  who  shall  inherit  the 
kingdom  prepared  from  the  foundation 
of  the  world,  let  them  become  submissive 
to  the  will  of  God,  by  honoring,  uphold- 
ing and  sustaining  ITis  Priesthood  here 
upon  earth. 


THE  END  OF  THE  WICKED. 


BY   ELDER   J.   W.    BEERY. 

Varied  conclusions  have  been  presented 
to  my  mind  recently  regarding  the  final 
destiny  of  the  ungodly  and  sinners.  Many 
people  strive  hard  to  justify  themselves  by 
tecoming  members  of  some  church,  and 
then  cease  their  good  works,  forgetting 
that  they  have  an  individual  labor  to  per 
form,  to  gain  the  blessings  of  the  Lord 
hereafter.  The  Bible  is  sufficient  to  at 
least  satisfy  the  earnest,  who  desire  to 
know  what  is  required  of  them.  Mark 
well  the  prayer  of  the  Psalmist  David, 
"Draw  me  not  away  with  the  wicked,  and 
with  the  workers  of  iniquity,  which  Bpeak- 
eth  peace  to  their  neighbors,  but  mischief 
is  in  their  hearts.  Give  them  according 
to  their  deeds,  and  according  to  the  wick- 
edness of  their  endeavors  ;  give  them  af- 
ter the  work  of  their  hands ;  and  render 
to  them  their  desert."  (Psalm  2S:.°.li. 
We  can  see  by  this  petition  that  he  de- 
sired assistance  from  the  Almighty  that 
he  might  be  enabled  to  cease  an  associa- 
tion with  the  ungodly. 

We  will  notice  in  the  following  vers,  s 
that  Solomon  makes  mention  of  some 
praiseworthy  deeds,  and  1heir  opposite 
vices.  "The  fear  of  the  wicked  it  shall 
come  upon  him,  but  the  desire  of  the 
righteous  shall  be  granted.  As  the  whirl- 
wind passeth,  so  is  the  wicked  no  more. 
but  the  righteous  is  an  everlasting  foun- 
dation. As  vinegar  to  the  teeth  and  as 
smoke  to  the  eyes,  so  is  the  sluggard  Lo 
them  that  sent  him.  The  fear  of  the  Lord 
prolongcth  days,  but  the  years  of  the 
wicked  shall  be  shortened.  The  hope  of 
the  righteous  shall  be  gladness,  but  the 
expectation  of  the  wicked  shall  perish. 
The  way  of  the  Lord  is  strength  to  the 
upright,  but  destruction  shall  be  to  the 
workers  of  iniquity.  The  righteous  shall 
never  he  removed,  but  the  wicked  shall 
rot  inhabit  the  earth."  ( Prov.  10:24- 
31).  Is  it  not  our  desire  to  inhabit  the 
earth?  The  Savior  says  "the  meek  shall 
inherit  the  earth." 

The  Apostle  Paul  in  his  letter  to  the 
Thessalonians  gave  warning  of  the  ap- 
pearing of  the  anti-Christ,  who  should 
shortly  visit  them.  He  said.  "For  the 
mystery  of  iniquity  doth  already  work. 
only  he  who  now  letteth  will  let.  until  he 
be  taken  out  of  the  way.  And  then  shall 
that  wicked  be  revealed,  whom  the  Lord 
shall  consume  with  the  spirit  of  His 
mouth,  and  shall  destroy  with  the  bright- 
ress  of  His  coming."  (II.  Thess.  2: 
7-8)..  Read  carefully  the  words  of  Job, 
and  you  will  readily  see  that  the  trans- 
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gressor  is  almost  in  a  hopeless  conditio! 
regarding  the  salvation  of  his  poor  soul. 
"Jiut  the  wicked  shall  be  cut  off  from  the 
earth,  and  the  transgressors  shall  be  root- 
ed out  of  it."      (Prov.  2:22). 

The  Savior  in  giving  a  description  of 
the  last  judgment,  says  to  the  wicked  on 
the  left  hand,  "Depart  from  me,  ye  cursed, 
into  everlasting  fire  prepared  for  the  devil 
and  his  angels."  (Matt.  25:41).  Paul, 
in  speaking  to  members  of  the  Church, 
said,  "For  if  we  sin  wilfully  after  that 
we  have  received  the  knowledge  of  the 
truth,  there  remaineth  no  more  sacrifice 
for  sins."  (Heb.  10:26.)  John  in  his 
prophetic  vision  while  in  banishment  upon 
the  Isle  of  Patmos  describes  the  residence 
of  sinners  thus,  "But  the  fearful  and  un- 
believing and  the  abominable,  and  mur- 
derers, and  whoremongers,  and  sorcerers, 
and  idolaters,  and  all  liars,  shall  have 
their  part  in  the  lake  which  burnetii  with 
fire  and  brimstone,  which  is  the  second 
death."     (Rev.  20:8). 


GLEANINGS. 


As  I  see  nothing  written  from  Missouri, 
I  thought  I  would  write  a  few  words  to 
the  much  prized  little  Star  that  lights  out- 
home  once  a  week.  There  is  so  much  val- 
uable truth  contained  in  its  pages  that  it 
does  my  soul  good  to  read  and  re-read  it. 

I  moved  from  Cocke  county,  Tenn.,  to 
Missouri  one  year  ago.  You  brethren 
that  may  chance  to  see  this  that  have 
been  to  my  home,  remember  me  in  you1' 
prayers,  and  know,  too,  that  I  will  say 
to  all  the  Elders  who  it  has  been  my  good 
fortune  to  meet  that  I  am  well  and  still 
firm  in  the  faith.  I  know  we  have  the 
Gospel  again  restored  to  earth,  and  I 
know  if  1  am  faithful  I  shall  meet  them 
in  heaven.  I  am  surrounded  by  other 
denominations,  but  they  do  not  molest  or 
make  afraid.  In  conclusion.  I  ask  the 
faith  and  prayers  of  all  the  Saints. 

Your  sister  in  the  cause  of  truth, 
Mrs.   Jane   Gillespie, 

Holt,  Mo. 


RELEASES    AND    APPOINTMENTS. 


Releases. 

J.  C.  Barrington,  South  Carolina. 

R.  E.  Skinner,  North  Carolina  Confer- 
ence. 

Ralph  Cutler,  Ohio  Conference. 
Transfers. 

Peter    A.    Bushman,    from    Florida   to 
Southwestern   States  Mission. 


Special  Low  Rates  Via 

Union  Pacific  Railroad  every  Tuesday 
to  Colorado,  Utah,  Montana,  Idaho,  Ore- 
gon, Washington.  For  particulars  ad- 
dress J.  F.  Aglar,  General  Agent,  St. 
Louis. 


1        "  YE  SHALL  KNOW  THE  TRUTH."        I 


(John  S:S2.) 


What  a  heavenly  gleam  of  light 
Beaming  from  the  Southern  Star, 

Pointing  out  the  path  of  right, 
Radiates  and  shines  afar! 


How  the  faithful  joy  to  meet  thee. 
Precious  gem  of  priceless  worth! 

May  success  and  victory  greet  thee, 
In  your  mission  here  on  earth! 


I  have  been  a  constant  and  studious 
reader  of  the  Star  ever  since  its  incep- 
tion in  the  fall  of  '9S,  and  I  desire  to 
communicate  through  its  inspired  col- 
umns, to  my  fellow-men  of  this  South- 
land, a  brief  recital  of  my  experience, 
and  how  I  became  a  Mormon.  I  am  a 
Georgian  by  nativity,  and  Jefferson  coun- 
ty is  the  home  of  my  birth.  My  parents, 
Dr.  William  and  Eliza  Hauser,  were 
anxious  for  me  to  be  a  defender  of  the 
faith,  after  the  order  of  John  Wesley, 
and  so  I  was  sent  to  Trinity  College, 
North  Carolina,  and  educated  for  a 
Methodist  Priest.  I  was  turned  out  in 
first-class  style,  I  suppose,  fully  equipped 
with  the  schemes  and  dogmas  of  unin- 
spired theologians,  and  fortified  with  the 
necessary  paraphernalia  essential  to  the 
defense  of  the  sect  I  was  to  represent, 
and  yet  I  was  not  content.  I  could  not 
harmonize  the  mode  of  baptism  believed 
in  by  my  tutors  with  the  words  of  the 
Apostle,  who  said,  "Buried  with  Him  in 
baptism,"  and  therefore,  to  be  consistent 
with  my  own  views  and  conscientious 
with  my  fellow-man,  I  became  affiliated 
with  the  Baptist  Church,  and  donned  my 
ministerial  cloth  in  defense  of  their  be- 
lief. 

All  went  well;  that  is,  I  continued  to 
preach  to  the  best  of  my  ability  and  un- 
derstanding of  the  Scriptures,  until  1879, 
when  Elder  Matthias  F.  Cowley  (now  a 
member  of  the  Quorum  of  Apostles),  a 
"Mormon,"  came  into  Tazewell  county, 
Virginia,  where  I  was  holding  forth  for 
a  season.  Of  course,  the  presence  of  a 
Mormon  Elder  created  no  small  stir  in 
the  neighborhood,  for  the  people  were 
possessed  of  all  sorts  of  strange  vagaries 
and  vain  imaginations  concerning  this 
peculiar  sect.  It  did  not  take  me  long 
to  discover  the  weakness  of  my  creed, 
when  compared  with  the  everlasting  Gos- 
pel in  its  fullness,  as  declared  by  this 
young  man  of  tender  years.  I  perceived 
with  plainness  and  perspicuity  that  I 
was  without  a  foundation,  adrift  upon  a 
sea  of  confused  sectarianism,  no  anchor- 
age, stability,  or  landing  of  security.  The 
words  of  this  young  man  were  convinc- 
ing, and  had  a  familiar  sound,  so  differ- 
ent  from   anything   I   had   ever     before 


heard.  I  listened  with  attention,  be- 
lieved in  faith,  accepted  with  gladness, 
and  rendered  obedience  with  thankful- 
ness to  Him  from  whom  all  blessings 
now.  Friends  forsook  me,  my  salary 
vanished,  and  threats  of  mob  violence 
were  uttered  against  me.  The  schemes 
of  theologians,  dogmas  of  commentators, 
and  instructions  of  Trinity  College,  were 
nothing  to  me  now;  they  had  departed 
as  the  dew  before  the  sun's  directer  ray. 
when  brought  in  contact  with  the  touch- 
stones of  truth,  and  I  possessed  only  that 
simple  faith  once  delivered  to  the  Saints, 
with  a  .glorious  hope  of  salvation  in  the 
kingdom  of  our  God. 

Some  may  contend  that  it  is  not  possi- 
ble for  mortal  man  to  know  of  the  truth- 
fulness of  the  Gospel,  but  I  have  a  living 
testimony  of  its  divinity,  and  through 
the  medium  of  the  Holy  Ghost  I  am  en- 
abled to  say  that  I  absolutely  know  that 
the  doctrines  enunciated  by  the  so-called 
Mormon  Elders  are  true,  ordained  of 
God,  and  the  only  means  appointed  of 
the  Father  for  the  salvation  and  exalta- 
tion of  the  children  of  men.  Since  the 
day  of  my  acceptance  and  obedience  until 
the  present  time  I  have  never  doubted, 
but,  contrariwise,  the  testimony  of  the 
truth  has  been  multiplied  upon  me  and 
increased.  I  know  that  the  Gospel  is 
true  through  the  whisperings  of  that 
"still  small  voice,"  and  the  influence  of 
the  Good  Spirit.  I  know  it  by  compari- 
son with  the  Holy  Bible,  by  contrasting 
it  with  poor,  confused,  divided  Chris- 
tianity, and  by  my  experience  in  the 
world,  by  the  rebuffs,  scoffs,  jeers  and 
frowns  of  the  ungodly  which  the  faithful 
Latter-day  Saints  are  called  upon  to  en- 
dure. I  know  that  Joseph  Smith  was  a 
true  Prophet  of  the  Most  High  God,  and 
that  ne  was  the  chosen  instrument  in  the 
hands  of  the  Lord  to  assist  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  His  righteous  purposes  upon 
the  earth.  The  Book  of  Mormon  is  a 
sacred,  divine  record,  this  I  know  beyond 
all  question  or  controversy.  I  am  proud 
of  my  faith,  my  co-religionists,  my  lead- 
ers, and  all  connected  with  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  and 
I  thank  God  that  I  am  what  the  world 
calls  "a  Mormon." 

Your  brother  in  the  Gospel, 

C.  M.  HAUSER. 


